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T

his special issue of JITTA will
explore the supporting and counter
evidence
(empirical
and/or
reasoning) to the conjecture that “there is
nothing so practical as good theory” by
clarifying what theory is and how it informs
action. The context is theory for sociotechnology system definition, design and
development.
The negative connotations of theory are
that it is something that has no practical
significance, that it is only of interest to
academics, and that it has almost no impact on
the actions taken by experienced and
successful managers.
The positive connotations of theory are
that it provides an explanation of what has
happened and perhaps what will happen, it
provides the ‘invisible hand’ that directs
managers’ actions even if they are not
explicitly aware of its presence, or that it is a
useful generalisation. Theorising is a process,
perspective building that learns from practice.
For IS, the specific issue of design
theories also need to be considered. Much of
our work includes looking for generalisations
that inform system definition, design and
development. Is design theorising possible,
and does it differ from other types of theory?
What design theorising exists? What evidence
is there that they usefully inform practice or
that practice informs theorising?

This special issue of JITTA will include
IS related papers that address these issues and
lead to an improved understanding of how
theory drives practice. While papers which
include empirical evidence are preferred, this
special issue will accept papers that use any
relevant evidence to present a coherent,
balanced and reasoned argument for their
conclusion. This includes, but is not limited to
papers that:
1.

Demonstrate the impact of a theory on IS
practice (potentially co-authored with an
IS practitioner).

2.

Provide a theory on theorising,
taxonomies, explanations, predictions,
perspectives and/or generalisations.

3.

Propose and demonstrate a theory relevant
to the definition, design or development of
information systems.

4.

Discuss various IS theories, especially
with respect to their impact on practice.

5.

Improve our understanding of the impact
of action and experience on the
development of theorising.

Papers for this special issue will be
sought both through this call for papers and by
targeting people believed to have some
relevant expertise in this area. Potential
authors are invited to approach the editor
informally if they are uncertain if there
research is relevant.
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Special Review Procedure
Papers will be submitted to the special
issue via the “paper submission and review
system” at http://jitta.org. They should
conform to all of the requirements of the
“instructions to authors,” particularly with
respect to including the expected “contribution
section.” References, citations, and captions
should conform to the journal’s requirements.
A covering letter should also be submitted
which refers to the special issue and includes
reviewer nominations. Authors may also wish
to email directly to the special issue editor for

inquiries about the special issue or to flag
submissions.
Submitted papers will be evaluated
using a double-blind peer review process
(reviewers and authors will be anonymous)
wherever possible. Consequently the papers
should be stripped of author identification (the
system tracks author names and contact
information). The special issue editor plans to
pre-screen and pre-review papers prior to
sending out for review. The special editor’s
decision will need to be final.
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